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Applicants: Dolores M. Berger et al. 

Serial No.: 09/395,677 Group Art Unit: 1623 

Filing Date: September 10, 1999 Examiner: 

For METHOD FOR PROVIDING LONG TERM STABILITY TO 

CELLS FOR DIAGNOSTIC TESTING 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS 
BEING DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE AS FIRST CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSED TO: ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR 
PATENTS, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

ON: Avq/l J, i^, £^00 

( (DATE OF DEPOSIT) 

BY: Bruce S. Weintraub 




SiGNATURE) 
(DATE) H-M /' 



OO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1.56 and 1.97-1.98, Applicants hereby 
transmit a copy of the document listed on the attached form PTO-1449, which 
may be deemed material to the examination of the above-identified application. 

As indicated, this document is in English and therefore, no statement of 
relevance is required. Also, since the present Information Disclosure Statement 
is being filed prior to issuance of a first Office Action on the merits, no 
certification under 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(b) is required. 



• 



The Examiner is requested to consider the attached docunnents in the 
above-identified application, and to return a copy of form PTO-1449 to the 
Applicants with the Examiner's initials in the spaces provided. 

Submission of this Information disclosure Statement does not constitute 
an admission by the Applicants as to the materiality of the attached documents to 
the application, nor do the Applicants waive any right to challenge the validity of 
the documents as prior art should such action be deemed appropriate. 



Becton, Dickinson and Company 
1 Becton Drive 

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417-1880 
Phone: 201-847-7096 
Fax: 201-847-5377 
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Respectfully submitted 





Bfujpe^S. Weintraat 
Attorney of Record 
Reg. No. 34,277 
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